
Urine specimen 
collected

Will it be 
processed within 

2 hours?

Refigerate at 2°-8° C 
(35.6°-46.4° F) 

during storage and 
transport until 

testing, for up to 24 
hours 

Collect the specimen in a 
container with a chemical 
preservative and store at 
room temperature until 
time of testing, for up to 

24-72 hours

OR

NO
No further 
action until 

testing
YES

No further 
action until 

testing

Unrefrigerated and 
unpreserved specimens 
over 2 hours old should 

be rejected

Recollect specimen and 
start process over
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